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The briefing and consultations that we are about to have are particularly important, as we are
extremely worried about the situation in Syria.

First and foremost, make no mistake about it: not only the humanitarian situation in the
country isworsening by the day, in Idlib and Eastern Ghoutain particular, but the potential for
an enlargement of the conflict and a major regional and international confrontation should be
taken very serioudy, asillustrated by the events of the last days. That is why the Security
Council has the moral and political responsibility to urgently put an end to the fightings and
give aboost to the UN-led process. The two are closely intertwined and now is the time before
the ongoing escalation gets totally out of control.

That iswhy - number two - France is actively supporting a firm reaction of the Security
Council and the draft resolution being discussed to call for an immediate ceasefire in Syriaand
afull and unhindered humanitarian access to al the populations in need. The sooner we can
adopt the resolution, the better. Thisagood text, thisis astrong text. As| said yesterday, we
have engaged into negotiations in good faith with our colleagues at the Security Council. We
call on al of them to support thistext. Civilians on the ground can't wait.

Lastly, we fully support Staffan de Mistura's efforts to set up a constitutional committee to be
tasked in drafting a constitutional reform. Thisisavery important step. Thisis not the end of
the road though. We must keep in mind the larger picture that | was describing and the need
for aneutral environment in particular, making the link between improving the humanitarian
situation on the ground, going for a new Constitution and also preparing for free and fair
elections. Only UN-led negotiations by Staffan de Mistura can lead to alegitimate and
impartial process, the only one able to bring back alasting stability in Syria. So here we are.
Again my message hereisthat one could not separate the situation on the ground from our
efforts on the political front. The two are closely intertwined.

Q - You talked about a major international conflict, that is a serious concern, can you talk
more about it? How serious is the situation right now?

A - Look at the situation in Syria: all the ingredients are present, if we do nothing about it
urgently, for amajor, regiona and international confrontation. So in addition to the



humanitarian emergency, that is enough to call for a strong reaction through the draft
resolution that it is on the table, we believe that the strategic component of all thisis now
another source of great emergency and extreme concern for us and also, | guess, for many of
my colleagues./.



